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caused the death-bed nomination of Edward the Con-
fessor to count for so much when the direct line failed
with him, just as it was the former consideration
which gradually restricted kingship in England to
members of the House of Cerdic, to which all wearers
of the English Crown except Harold and the first
four Norman Kings have in fact belonged since English
history became coherent. Yet, as the choice of Harold
proved, it was still possible in the eleventh century to
go outside the reigning House when emergency de-
manded, and, as the choice of William Rufus proved,
kingship inside the reigning House did not necessarily
descend to the eldest son.

A change in the basis of kingly rule was, however,
introduced by the Normans when, by the mere fact
of their effective conquest of England and by the
definite forms of feudalism that they introduced, gov-
ernorship was intimately associated with the possession
of land. By feudal rules, however, land passed from
father to eldest son, this being the surest means of
keeping fiefs intact and of avoiding disputed succes-
sions. The King was a great land owner and on the
face of it there seemed no clear reason why a rule that
governed the ownership of land in the case of subjects
should not also apply to the monarchy. The transi-
tion from leadership in action to territorial sovereignty
was complete by King John's time. He is the first
English King who styles himself Rex Angliae (King
of England) and not Rex Anglorum (King of the
English), and it so happens that he is the first English